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by Ashley McEnroe

THE MARKHOR
MIRACLE:
TAJIKISTAN’S COMMUNITY CONSERVANCIES
BRING SPECIES BACK FROM THE BRINK

C

onventional wisdom
often maintains that
wildlife conservation
is a luxury reserved for
wealthy societies, or that it can
only happen when specialists from
developed nations swoop in to
bring their western conservation
traditions to poor, distant lands. The
people of Tajikistan have challenged
these prejudices, and the result is
a resurgence in wildlife that has
astonished the world. WSF is now
working with Tajik community
partners and international
conservation organizations to assure
the success continues, not just for the
country’s wild species but also for the
Tajik people, whose futures are now
tied to the fate of their wildlife.
Flanked by Afghanistan, China,
Kyrgyzstan and Uzbekistan, the
Central Asian republic of Tajikistan
is a pot of intriguing contradictions.
Though its citizens rank as the
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poorest among the residents of the
former Soviet Union, Tajikistan’s
population boasts a 90-plus percent
literacy rate. Though it is an
agriculture-based economy, over
90 percent of Tajikistan lies in the
mountains, with over half its land
at a high-and-dry altitude of 10,000
feet or much higher. Despite soaring
peaks, sheer precipices and roaring
rivers that could deter armies,
Tajikistan continually contends
with illegal border crossings by drug
smugglers, gold miners and wildlife
poachers. Posted signs warning of
unexploded landmines are reminders
of Tajikistan’s war-torn past and
uneasy present on the border with
Afghanistan, yet visitors return
testifying they felt perfectly safe and
welcome there. Sometimes referred to
as perhaps the most isolated place on
earth, the republic’s Pamir Mountains
are famed for the exploits of the
world’s foremost extreme climbers.

With little in the way of hotels or
indoor plumbing, Tajikistan is a dream
destination for adventure-seeking
trekkers longing to quaff the thin air.
And like so many other impoverished
nations, Tajikistan holds some of the
world’s most sought-after wild game
riches, including vast herds of Marco
Polo sheep.
Contradictions also swirl around
the country’s famed wild goat
sporting serpentine spiral horns
as it dances on Tajikistan’s most
precarious rock precipices: Heptner’s
markhor, also known as the Bukharan
or Tajik markhor. Beyond Tajikistan,
herds of markhor roam in Pakistan,
Afghanistan, Turkmenistan,
Uzbekistan and India. Tajikistan is
considered the most important range
state for the animal. Wide-ranging
in some of the most forbidding
landscapes on earth, this “kudu of
Central Asia” is both tough and
exceedingly vulnerable.

The threats to the markhor mirror
the menaces endangering wild sheep
and goats across the globe: poaching,
habitat degradation, grazing livestock
encroachments and disease. In
Tajikistan, those menaces take
unique forms, such as an abandoned
campsite of Afghan poachers with
over 100 markhor skins discovered
in 2009. Or the fallen trees from
unmanaged wood harvesting in
wildlife feeding and breeding
grounds. And the 2010 pneumonia
outbreak that left at least 64 markhor
dead in one range alone, with experts
pointing to domestic goat herds as
the likely source of infection. But
unlike today’s African rhino and
elephant poaching, the markhor
decimation in Central Asia was not
driven by demand for its trophy horns
or fanciful medicines derived from
its body parts. Markhor poaching in
Tajikistan was simply unregulated,
unmanaged and unsustainable meat
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hunting by citizens seeking to feed
their families.
The markhor has seen a spectacular
reverse from the brink of extinction
just a few years ago. Numbering in
the few hundreds in the early 1990s,
with much of those survivors in
Tajikistan, the markhor today dots
the mountains by the thousands.
Some local populations in Tajikistan
have experienced a four-fold increase
since the early ’90s. Since 2012,
overall Tajik markhor numbers
have doubled, and some areas of the
country have seen a staggering 10fold increase since 2008.
It is all thanks to a grassroots
movement that established a network
of local community-based wildlife
conservancies in the markhor range
and beyond, where local families
or non-profit organizations of local
villagers man and manage antipoaching efforts and science-based
markhor surveys. Based on their
success and rising markhor numbers,
limited trophy hunting has opened
up in Tajikistan since fall 2013,
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with local people reaping incredible
economic benefits that incentivize
them to keep markhor conservation
going strong. These efforts and the
similar older initiatives in Pakistan
have been so successful that two
years ago the International Union for
Conservation of Nature (IUCN), a
global conservation organization, in
its Red List of Threatened Species,
moved the markhor from endangered
status down to near threatened. The
IUCN noted stable and increasing
markhor subpopulations observed in
some protected areas, but mainly in
locations with sustainable hunting
management, such as those in
Tajikistan and Pakistan.
“Tajikistan has a horrendously
impoverished population that
often lives in horrid conditions in
homemade adobe buildings and
not much for water—a rural people
having a hard time getting by,” says
Jack Atcheson, Jr., former WSF board
chair. “The wildlife resources they
have are an undeveloped treasure.”
A few years ago, the government

of Tajikistan, based on a hunting
quota recommended by the Tajik
Academy of Science, began issuing a
handful of markhor hunting permits.
In 2016, six high-cost tags with long
odds of success in brutal conditions
were eagerly snapped up by US and
European hunters. Yet, not much
information was available to inform
western hunters about where their
hunting dollars would go, and why it
makes a huge difference. The word
is getting out now, with the hope
that public awareness in the hunting
community and beyond will magnify
the positive trend in markhor
conservation.

CONSERVANCIES AND
THE CAT CONNECTION

In exchange for a commitment
to cease their traditional markhor
hunting, Tajik communities and
families who choose to protect
the species receive economic and
community development benefits
that improve their quality of life. The
money is far from inconsiderable,
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with a hunting package priced at
over $100,000, out of which about
$40,000 goes as license fees to the
government. The remaining funds
are used to provide services to
hunting tourists and to pay local
guides and rangers – many of whom
are former “poachers” – to work
as wildlife officials patrolling for
markhor and preventing poaching.
In the conservancies, sport-hunters’
dollars are spent on projects like
building schools, installing pumps
and pipelines to provide clean public
water and constructing roads. Meat
from the hunts also fills the pots
of local families. Thus, a markhor
hunt’s economic benefit for the
local people is hard to ignore in a
country where the average annual
household income per person is less
than $600 US dollars. All of this
has been a strong incentive, not
only for conservancy staff but for
whole communities, to support the
conservation of markhor and prevent
poaching.
“Through this, wild animals
become a source of pride for the
people,” Atcheson notes. “In
Pakistan, which has a longer
tradition of community-based
hunting management, people cheer
visiting hunters who bring money
into their communities. They will
show them the school they built with
a flush toilet they now have, thanks
to hunting.”
Panthera, a nonprofit organization
devoted to conservation of the
world’s 40 wild cat species and
their landscapes, is another player
in Tajikistan’s bid to conserve the
markhor. Panthera’s interest in the
height-hopping goat is inspired by
its mission to protect Tajikistan’s
snow leopards. It’s simple food86 WILD S HEEP ~ FALL 2017

chain logic: one of the elusive cat’s
primary sources of nourishment is the
markhor. More markhor equals more
snow leopards.
Years ago, Panthera joined the
German international cooperation
agency (GIZ), Zoological Society
for the Conservation of Species
and Populations (ZGAP) and
others in supporting efforts for
developing community-based wildlife
management for the conservation of
the country’s wild sheep and goats.
This included the first genuine
assessment of Tajikistan’s markhor
population. GIZ, ZGAP and Panthera
facilitated the establishment of
local traditional hunter groups and
convinced the government to assign
them rights and responsibilities
over game management in defined
areas. Panthera, GIZ and ZGAP
also donated binoculars and vehicles
and offered local people from the
conservancies training in proper
wildlife monitoring techniques. The
first major survey happened in 2012,
followed by further surveys in 2014,
2016 and 2017.
Tanya Rosen, Panthera’s director
of Tajikistan and Kyrgyzstan Snow
Leopard Programs, has participated in
each of those surveys, including the
latest one this past February. Between
visual observations and camera
traps, the teams stationed on each
conservancy in winter 2017 counted
rising numbers of markhor. They also
witnessed some additional surprises,
including the rare sighting of a snow
leopard.
“An increase in the density of
markhor translates to increased
density of snow leopards. In the first
markhor survey, we found the highest
level of trophy-sized markhor and
the highest density of snow leopards
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anywhere in Asia,” Rosen beams.
“Because of the weather conditions
in Tajikistan, we can’t ever count
every animal, but the counts of what
we saw this year were really high, an
incredible trend.”
Rosen’s passion for markhor was
sparked by a challenge posed by a
former Tajik markhor poacher. Nearly
15 years ago, Davlatkhon Mulloroyov
gave up poaching to establish a
wildlife conservancy. Along the way,
supported by Stefan Michel, who
was working at GIZ at that time,
he founded the idea of conducting
regular markhor surveys.
One day, he met Rosen and said
“her” snow leopards were eating “his”
markhor, and he asked her to offer
him an incentive not to kill them.
Further, his fellow Tajiks on family
farms needed a reason not to shoot
the snow leopards that had turned
to their herds for protein. Inspired to
learn more, Rosen journeyed to the
Pamirs and hiked with Mulloroyov
into the vast wilderness. Amazed
by the tough, selfless Tajik and the
majestic animals he had devoted
his life to, she moved to Tajikistan
to be closer to the action and allow
Panthera to make a bigger impact in
advancing the cause of markhor and
snow leopard conservation.
Panthera’s role has expanded over
the years to encompass monitoring
each of Tajikistan’s conservancies
and the numbers of markhor,
snow leopards and other mountain
ungulate species they report. Of
particular interest to Panthera was
inclusion of independent observers
on markhor and other species surveys
to assure trustworthy results driven
by the facts, not pressure exerted
by influential special interests.

Adopting the IUCN’s view that
limited trophy hunting of even rare
or threatened species can benefit the
species, Panthera has advised on the
decision-making that established
a sustainable number of trophygrade male markhor that could be
harvested in Tajikistan.
“The survey methodology we used
in Tajikistan was sound, equivalent to
studies done in the US,” says Rosen.
“We used internationally accepted
criteria similar to those applied in
the older Pakistani program to make
a recommendation on the number of
markhor to harvest across their entire
range in Tajikistan.”
The 2017 markhor count,
involving experts on behalf of
IUCN’s Caprinae Specialist Group,
ultimately resulted in a final report.
Among the findings presented
in that document: in the three

conservancies with the greatest
number of local ranger-guides
and the most community benefit
from the conservancy, poaching
was down and markhor numbers
were up, even in areas where legal
markhor hunts had already taken
place. Those conservancies – the
M-Sayod, Saidi Tagnob and Morkhur
– were recognized for their antipoaching surveillance and their
investment of hunting-related
dollars into public works and other
community development. On each
of those conservancies, the IUCN
recommended that hunting quotas
for trophy-aged male markhor
continue, with two permits in
Morkhur, three in Saidi Tagnob and
four in M-Sayod.
Meanwhile, Tajikistan continues to
signal its ongoing firm commitment
to the future of its wildlife. In
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2014, the International Council for
Game and Wildlife Conservation
(CIC) honored the Republic of
Tajikistan with the CIC Markhor
Award, recognizing its successful
community-based efforts leading
to a robust rebound in wild sheep,
goat and snow leopard populations.
Meanwhile, with support by CIC,
Tajikistan’s community-based wildlife
management organizations created
their own association, the Hunting &
Conservation Alliance of Tajikistan
(H&CAT), which became a member
of CIC and was admitted to the
IUCN this year, thus becoming
the first Tajik member of the
world’s largest nature conservation
organization. In 2016, Tajikistan
acceded to the Convention on
International Trade in Endangered
Species of Wild Fauna and Flora
(CITES), assuring a higher level of
management and oversight of the
import and export of wildlife and
wildlife products.
“This is a win-win story about a
bridge being built by likeminded
people from around the globe,”
Atcheson says.

WSF TAKES ACTION

With a view to establishing
hunting quotas for the upcoming
season, the Tajikistan government’s
Committee for Environmental
Protection and the country’s
Academy of Sciences planned
a survey of markhor in its key
ranges and invited the IUCN to
send independent international
experts. Seeking help in their efforts
to sustainably manage markhor,
ibex and wild sheep populations,
Tajikistan government officials and
Panthera were quick to identify
WSF as the perfect partner in this
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joint effort. As one local expert put
it, “WSF’s purpose of putting and
keeping wild sheep on the mountain
should be expanded to embrace the
future of the markhor.” WSF agreed,
and with the Tajik government’s
invitation, it sent an emissary to
participate in the markhor survey.
Twenty-five-year-old Alaskan
commercial fisherman and hunting
guide Blake Vandenberg had a week’s
notice to board a plane headed to the
opposite side of earth and join a team
of markhor counters, most of whom
did not speak English. He would
be WSF’s first-ever participant on a
Tajik markhor survey team.
Last year, Vandenberg had started
working for Aaron Bloomquist,
vice president and board member
of Alaska WSF. With just a year of
guiding on his resume, Vandenberg’s
ready enthusiasm made a lasting first
impression. His degree in fisheries
and wildlife management, along with
his work in Alaskan fish hatcheries,
gave him an arsenal of skills
applicable to habitat surveys and data
collection. Balancing his scienceguy side was Vandenberg’s youthful
vigor, zest for hard work and love of
heading into the unknown for high
adventure.
With all of this in mind,
Bloomquist called Vandenberg with
the interesting proposal: As a WSF
representative, Blake, together with
the two IUCN observers invited by
the government of Tajikistan, would
help Tajik scientists, government
officials and conservancy rangers in
counting and identifying markhor.
He would also verify the counts
of his teammates and compile and
analyze all the data. Vandenberg
couldn’t say yes fast enough. His
participation would mark the first

time an independent observer from
a hunting-conservation nonprofit
would join a Tajik markhor survey.
“I had never seen a markhor
before,” Vandenberg smiles. “It was
last minute big adventure, and Aaron
knew I was all about that. I came
back from a fishing trip and the next
day I was on my way to Tajikistan. I
got lucky, I guess.”
On February 11, he landed in the
Tajik capital of Dushanbe. Three
days later, he and two German
experts there on behalf of IUCN’s
Caprinae Specialist Group hit the
steeps ready for high adventure as the
local conservancy guides watched
them warily. Beyond the language
barrier that left them all resorting at
first to sign language, the Tajik men
on the team had to be convinced
that Vandenberg had what it took to
tackle sheer rock in a definite youfall-you-die zone. At first, the guides
were constantly asking if he was OK
and offering to help him up.
“On the first day, I had my
backpack and gear, and the Tajik
guides wanted to carry it and hold
my hand over sketchy areas,”
Vandenberg smiles. “They were in
three-dollar boots just booking across
everything. I just put my head down
and followed their tracks. When they
crossed a rock cut and saw I was right
there with them, they realized I had a
good attitude and enthusiasm for the
outdoors, just like theirs.”
The Alaskan proved his mountain
mettle quickly. When he shared
photos of his Alaskan outdoor
adventures, the Tajiks expressed
interest in the images of Vandenberg’s
stomping grounds that were so much
like their own.
“I’m a guide, but I am also a white
guy from America,” Vandenberg says.
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“I always tried to be the first person to
see a markhor on the rocks a kilometer
away. I got excited, they got excited,
when we found them. You just sort of
bond over that sort of thing.”
The days were filled with heartracing hikes and long stops to glass
for two to three hours at a stretch,
mirroring the protocol hunters
employ in stalking markhor. Heavy
snow, landmines and the threat of
Afghan intruders deterred the team
from a few viewing vantages, and two
days of relentless rains, resulting in
mudslides and slick clay, for a short
time prevented the team’s access to
markhor terrain. Otherwise, it was
up at 3 AM for daily dawn-to-dark
markhor pursuits, with the rest of
the time spent compiling the data.
At night, Vandenberg found the
tent-camping paraphernalia he had
lugged from Alaska superfluous: after
a long day, he was either resting in a
rustic hunting cabin or, more often,
staying at one of the guide’s homes.
In either case, the accommodations
offered no running water, but the
lack of amenities did not detract
from the hospitality their hosts
treated them to, foremost among
them good food and vodka, laundry
and heated bath water boiled on a
wood stove. Everywhere he stopped,
Vandenberg was pleased to find the
luxury of a sauna, which Tajiks view
as indispensable to daily life.
“They pulled out all the stops to
share what they had,” Vandenberg says.
The observers were split into
three teams, with extra sets of
eyes provided by experts from the
Tajikistan government and Tajik
Academy of Sciences, Panthera
and the IUCN. Like the other
independent observers, Vandenberg
was tasked with making sure no
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numbers were fudged in logging the
markhors, trophy-age males and the
other wildlife sighted. If someone
counted six markhor, Vandenberg
visually verified each one. In addition
to recording the age and sex of each
markhor and taking photos, he and
his teammates also recorded the
animals’ location on the mountain,
the time of day they were seen,
the weather and elevation, their
habitat and available vegetation, and
whether they were found feeding,
sleeping or on the move – walking,
running or in full gallop. With GPS
devices, they mapped herds and
individual markhor and any other
species present.
“We also did a lot of GIS work
to be sure the animals we saw were
not an overlap of another herd
being counted in another area of the
conservancy,” Vandenberg explains.
“My job was to keep the datacollection pattern consistent.”
During the monthlong markhor
count, Blake’s multinational team
reached solid common ground. The
Tajiks picked up some new English
and Vandenberg learned plenty about
their language and cultural practices.
The American’s big takeaway was
learning that people could really
change when they connected their
lives to the wellbeing of wildlife and
their shared environment. It was
clear that, if the Tajik people in the
villages lose the markhor, they lose
the schools, plumbing, clean water,
roads and other benefits they are now
just beginning to enjoy.
This new reality was starkly
demonstrated one cloudy day during
the study, when Vandenberg’s team
escaped some nasty weather by
dropping into a streambed, only to
run right into a markhor. Suddenly,
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a gunshot rang out. As the startled
animal zipped away, its gun-wielding
pursuer pulled into view just 70
yards from the team. He turned and
ran, with the Tajik conservancy
guides – once formidable hunters
who now had no weapons – in hot
pursuit. As Vandenberg watched, the
chase continued across a valley and,
within 15 minutes, ended with the
guides apprehending the poacher and
relieving him of his gun and ammo.
“It got a little exciting,”
Vandenberg summarizes, adding that,
though plenty was lost in translation,
it was clear that the guides knew the
poacher, and further penalties were
in the offing once everyone returned
to the village.
Rosen, who was with his team part
of the time, lauded Vandenberg as
a fantastic independent expert who
helped shape a close-knit survey team.
“Sometimes when people from the
U.S. go to other countries, they have
a know-it-all attitude, like ‘we’re
here to teach you,’ which is definitely
a barrier to creating a good team,”
Rosen says. “This was not an issue at
all on this survey.”
By March 9, Vandenberg was
headed back to the states, while a
high-level meeting was taking place
in Dushanbe to examine the initial
raw data. The numbers were both
shocking and inspiring. In the study
area, which comprises about half of
all known range for the Heptner’s
markhor and most of its prime
habitat, a total of 1,901 markhor had
been counted in winter 2017. This is
up sharply from the 1,438 in the 2016
survey and the 1,300 markhor recorded
in 2014. In all, 81 trophy males at least
8 years old were observed.
At the 44,000-acre Morkhur
conservancy, observers counted
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400 markhor, plus visible sign of
snow leopards. This was an area
boasting 12 local village rangers,
mostly ex-poachers, who had helped
lead two legal markhor hunts on
the conservancy last year. At the
50,000-acre M-Sayod conservancy
with 20 local guides on the payroll,
529 markhor, including 45 trophy
males, were seen, plus one snow
leopard, a brown bear and a Siberian
ibex. Last year, that conservancy
hosted three government-licensed
markhor hunts and claims to have
directed funds to not only water
and infrastructure projects but also
to buy farm materials and give
students educational scholarships.
An incredible 738 markhor were
reported in the Saidi Tagnob
conservancy, which employs 15 local
rangers and also supports the border
police. In all, the initial results were
beyond anyone’s highest hopes.
“The numbers shattered our
expectations about the markhor
and other wildlife in the survey,”
Rosen says. “We found snow
leopard where no one had ever
seen them there before.”
With his work on the markhor
survey behind him, Vandenberg is
guiding and fishing in Alaska, but
this time he is armed with an arsenal
of Tajikistan photos to show off.
“Now I have this knowledge, and I
want to share it with my friends and
family and let other people know
what is happening,” Vandenberg says.
Vandenberg’s new dream is
returning to Tajikistan to take part
in a Marco Polo monitoring project
mirroring the markhor survey. His
passion for this latest adventure is
spurred by the understanding that
he has seen things in Tajikistan that
most people, even markhor hunters
94 WILD S HEEP ~ FALL 2017
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who pay a hefty price, will likely
never get to experience.
“When you go over to hunt, you
might only see a small part of one
conservancy. By doing the survey,
we got to see country the typical
markhor hunter is unable to access,”
Vandenberg explains. “In M-Sayod,
it was a lot steeper and higher, and
we found bigger groups and bigger,
healthy male markhors. Most
hunters just see the smaller animals
and smaller groups lower down on
the mountain.”
As for the danger factor of nearby
Afghanistan, Vandenberg dismisses
it. “I was on the border, I did the
survey, came back and I can truly
say this place is amazing – if you go,
you’ll be safe, and people will treat
you with respect.”

WILD WORK YET TO BE
DONE
There is much more yet to be
done. Horn plugging, a technique
developed by WSF to track and
identify legally taken wild sheep,
is now in the first stages of being

Balkan Chamois Macedonia
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Gobi & Altai Ibex Mongolia

deployed in Tajikistan on markhor,
urial sheep and Marco Polos. WSF
provides horn plugs free of charge to
wildlife officials throughout North
America. The purpose is multifold:
systematizing a method for validating
legal harvests, with a byproduct of
generating detailed data on species’
populations and health. At the
forefront of bringing the practice to
Central Asia, Panthera staff is now
preparing to train Tajik guides and
rangers and assist them as they begin
horn plugging in the field.
Another new priority taking shape
in the conservancies is bucking
traditional Tajik views on the role
of women. Routinely confined to
the laundry room and kitchen, Tajik
women rarely interact with western
hunters and tourists. Now, some
Tajik men on the conservancies are
pushing for local women to train as
hunting and tourism guides. The key,
these men say, is for western women
visitors to specifically request a Tajik
woman as their guide. If the Tajik
men see a market for women guides,
they will respond by teaching women
FALL 2017 ~
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to learn English and other languages
and moving them into more active,
respected and lucrative roles in a
growing industry with a future. One
conservancy leader spearheading the
initiative hopes to see it happen over
the next ten to fifteen years, giving
the Tajik culture time to adapt and
accept yet another new reality.
“It will take a long time, as
markhor trophy hunting is fairly new.
There will be lot of growing pains,”
Rosen says. “The conservancies
in Tajikistan are doing amazing
work, and they’re suddenly flooded
with money. They need support
and guidance on why they are
protecting these animals, and to be
sure the money goes to their local
communities.”
As for WSF’s role, Rosen sees
it as a facilitator of teaching
and awareness for its hunterconservationist members.
“The international hunting
community and WSF can play an
incredible role in guiding hunters
to make the right decisions, like
choosing who to hunt with – the
right outfitter who fits the criteria of
assuring their hunt will benefit local

communities and wildlife,” she notes.
Hunter due diligence is more
important than ever. To underscore
some of the basic problems, Rosen
recounts the experience of a European
who thought he was hunting in
Kyrgyzstan. When his guide urged him
to hide his gun at a guard station, he
went along, only to later discover they
had crossed into Tajikistan.
“I would argue that markhor
hunters are in good faith,” Rosen
says. “They are in the country and
in those mountains for the first time.
Unless you have a precise GPS, it’s
hard to tell you’re in the right area.
You might have worked through a
U.S. outfitter with a good history of
hunts that went well. And you still
might think after the hunt that you
had a good experience. Then you
leave, and expect your trophy to
come, and it doesn’t.”
One important way hunters can
make a difference is asking the right
questions when they are exploring
the possibility of a Tajikistan trip.
The right questions do not include
“How big for how much?” Instead
of fixating on the cheapest deal,
hunters should ask where their
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money will go and how those dollars
will really advance conservation,
prevent poaching and improve life
for the local people. Be sure the hunt
is properly licensed and is genuinely
fair chase of wild, free-ranging game.
Getting better informed also begins
with researching these issues and other
details of any prospective Tajikistan
hunt with officers and members of
WSF and other hunting organizations.
H&CAT also provides an online
resource with Tajik conservancysupporting hunts listed at:
https://www.bookyourhunt.com/
outfitters/hunting-and-conservationalliance-of-tajikistan--h-cat
WSF will be auctioning fully
guided and permitted hunts in
Tajikistan, with all proceeds
supporting new conservation efforts
in Tajikistan and Central Asia. Jack
Atcheson & Sons (www.atcheson.
com) will also be organizing hunts
with 100 percent of the profits
supporting the Tajikistan communitybased conservation organizations and
all licensed private conservationbased wildlife outfitters in Tajikistan,
with a focus on benefitting caprinae
and snow leopard species. WS
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